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Properties ligation to try it or continue it et he later states, "it is hard to believe that we could withhold
wark OFFline thholding the intention that the patient die.” In clinical situations, | hawve bheen with many families
Close twas useless, and did not hawve the direct intention of causing their loved one to die.

Meiswanger Institute for Bioethics and Public Policy Loyola University

Chicago, lllinois

I an otherwise excellent article, Gilbert Meilaender makes an unconwvincing distinction between respiratory and nutritional
support. Withdrawing respiratony support is distinguished from intending the patient's death on the grounds that "one does not know
for certain that a patient will be unable to breathe on his own." In normal practice, patients are "weaned" from a wventilator as their
arterial blood chemistry is monitored; unfawvorable results preclude futher weaning. In cettain patients with severe respiratony
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auspices. Perhaps Cardinal Pell could
explain what is going on here.

And, according to the Carechism
of the Catholic Church, “the seventh
commandment forbids acts or enter-
prises that for any reason—selfish or
wdeological, commercial or totalitar-

an—lead to the enslavement of i

human beings, to their being bought,

dise, in disregard for their personal
dignity.” This, of course, would have
been news to the slaves who wiled
for popes, saints, and religious
orders. Thid we invent the seventh
commandment in the mid-rwenteth
century? Should an abolitionist have
followed his or her conscience

apainst the teaching, and actual prac-

moral issues. My awareness of such
inadequacies by its leaders and errors
by particular teachers lies behind my
enigmatic reference to “central moral
teachings.” For Catholics, howewver,
“the most reliable authority is the

Church.” Moral teaching (and doc-

trinal teaching) develops organically.
Thus it was on the very principles of
the New Testament and of Chnistian

moral tradition that abolinonists

| came to see, slowly, that slavery was
sold and exchanged like merchan- |

morally wrong. They did not invent
new principles here, but came slowly
to understand what the moral teach-
ings of the Church meant in this area
of public life.

That Catholics of every era have
failed to see or live up to all the impli-
cations of Church moral teaching
does not mean that these teachings
are wrong but just demonstrates the
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